
This list includes 137 species that have been recorded 
in recent surveys of the Freshwater Marsh Reserve. 
 
Symbols used are as follo ws: 
 
Season : 
S: Sprin g  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March - May 
s: Su mmer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June - August 
F: Fall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . September - November 
W: Winter . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . December - February 
 
Status: 
a - Abundant: a common species that is very numerous 
c - Common: likely to be seen in suitable habitat 
u - Uncommon: present, but not certain to be seen 
o - Occasional: usually present but seldom seen 
r -  Rare: seen at irregular intervals 
+ - Accidental:  seen once or only on a few occasions 
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Le gend  

  COMMON NAME S s F W 

SWANS, GEESE & DUCKS 

  Canada Goose r   u u 

  Egyptian Goose       + 

  Northern Pintail +   o o 

  American Wigeon o   o o 

  Northern Shoveler o   c a 

  Green-Winged Teal u u c c 

  Cinnamon Teal u u u u 

  Blue-Winged Teal     o o 

  Mallard c c c a 

  Gadwall u u c c 

  Redhead r   u u 

  Ring-Necked Duck       r 

  Bufflehead     u u 

  Ruddy Duck c u c a 

NEW WORLD QUAIL 

  California Quail  o o  o o 

GREBES 

  Pied-Billed Grebe u u c c 

  Eared Grebe u o u u 

  Western Grebe     o o 

PELICANS 

  Brown Pelican     r r 

CORMORANTS 

  Double-Crested Cormorant r r u u 

HERONS & BITTERNS 

  Great Egret c c c c 

  Great Blue Heron c c c c 

  American Bittern r r r r 

  Green Heron  r u  r u 

 American White Pelican   r r 

  COMMON NAME S s F W 

HERONS & BITTERNS (continu ed) 

  Least Bittern  r r r r  

  Black-Crowned Night-Heron  c c c c 

IBISES & SPOONBILLS 

  White-Faced Ibis o o     

NEW WORLD VULTURES 

  Turkey Vulture u o u u 

HAWKS, OLD WORLD VULTURES & HARRIERS 

  Osprey r r c c 

  CooperÕs Hawk o o o o 

  Sharp-Shinned Hawk     r r 

  Red-Tailed Hawk c c c c 

  Red-Shouldered Hawk o o o o 

  Northern Harrier o o u u 

  White-tailed Kite u u u u 

CARACARAS & FALCONS 

  American Kestrel o o u u 

  Merlin     +  r 

  Peregrine Falcon  + + +  r 

RAILS, GALLINULES & COOTS 

  Light-Footed Clapper Rail u u u  u  

  Virginia Rail u  u  u u  

  Sora r  o o u 

  Common Moorhen o o u u 

  American Coot c c a a 

PLOVERS & RELATIVES 

  Killdeer u u c c 

AVOCETS & STILTS 

  Black-necked Stilt u u c c 

  American Avocet u u u u 

  Snowy Egret c c c c 

  COMMON NAME S s F W 

SANDPIPERS & RELATIVES 

  Greater Yellowlegs u u u u 

  Spotted Sandpiper u u u u 

  Whimbrel r       

  Least Sandpiper r o u u 

  Long-Billed Dowitcher r r u u 

  Common Snipe     o o 

  WilsonÕs Phalarope r r  r    

  Red-Necked Phalarope  r  r r   

SKUAS, GULLS, TERNS & SKIMMERS 

  Ring-Billed Gull r r u u 

  Western Gull     r r 

  Caspian Tern r u     

  ForsterÕs Tern u c r r 

  Least Tern r u     

  Black Skimmer r u r   +  

PIGEONS & DOVES 

  Rock Pigeon u u u  u 

  Mourning Dove c c u u 

TYPICAL CUCKOOS 

  Greater Roadrunner r r r r 

BARN OWLS 

  Barn Owl r r r  r 

TYPICAL OWLS 

  Great Horned Owl r r r  r  

  Burrowing Owl       r 

  Short-Eared Owl       r 

SWIFTS 

  VauxÕs Swift r  r    

  White-Throated Swift r o r  r  

 Short-Billed Dowitcher r   + 



Not es 
 
Date  _______________ No. Species ________ 
 
Time Afield _____________________________ 
 
Observers  ______________________________ 
 
Weather ________________________________ 
 
Remarks/Other Species Observed  __________ 
 
_______________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________ 

 
The University of California Natural Reserve SystemÕs San 
Joaquin Freshwater Marsh Reserve was established in 1969, 
and is administered by the University of California, Irvine cam-
pus.  The 202 acre Reserve is dominated by freshwater marsh 
habitats, but a variety of other habitats, including riparian wood-
land, coastal sage scrub, grasslands, vernal pools and portions 
of the San Diego Creek estuary, also occur in the Reserve.  
Ecological restoration has enhanced and expanded many of 
these habitats.  In addition to rainfall, water may be introduced 
to the Reserve from San Diego Creek or by accepting water 
that seasonally flows under Campus Drive from upstream 
sources. 
 
Approximately 264 bird species have been recorded from the 
San Joaquin Wetlands, and 137 species have been docu-
mented from the Reserve during surveys in recent years.  In 
addition, the Reserve supports 242 species of vascular plants, 
5 amphibian, 9 reptile, and 16 mammal species. 
 
The complete bird checklist of 264 birds for the San Joaquin 
Wetlands, amphibian, reptile, and mammal lists, base maps 
and other information may be obtained from the Reserve web-
sites (http://nrs.ucop.edu/ or http://sanjoaquin.ucnrs.org), the 
Reserve Manager Dr. William ÒBillÓ Bretz (wlbretz@uci.edu), or 
Dr. Peter Bowler (pabowler@uci.edu), the ReserveÕs Academic 
Coordinator.  Sightings of unusual or rare birds should be re-
ported to Bill Bretz or Peter Bowler. 

 
Taxonomy:  American Ornithologists' Union Checklist of North American Birds - 
7th Edition (2005): http://www.aou.org/checklist/index.php3 Common names: 
Grenfell, W. E., M. D. Parisi, and D. McGriff.  2003.  Complete List of Amphibi-
ans, Reptiles, Birds and Mammals in California.  California Department of Fish 
and Game & California Interagency Wildlife Task Group.  http://www.dfg.ca.gov/
whdab/pdfs/species_list.pdf; and Perrins, C. M, and A. L. A. Middleton (Eds.). 
1983.  The Encyclopedia of Birds.  Andromeda Oxford Limited.  463pp. 
 
Image: Cassidy, J (Ed.) 1990. Book of North American Birds. ReaderÕs Digest. 
Prepared December 2008 by:  Harmsworth Associates 
Printed on 100% Recycled Paper  

  COMMON NAME S s F W 

HUMMINGBIRDS 

  AnnaÕs Hummingbird c c u u 

  AllenÕs Hummingbird   +    r 

KINGFISHERS 

  Belted Kingfisher       r 

WOODPECKERS 

  Nuttall's Woodpecker  r  r r  r  

  Downy Woodpecker r r r  r  

  Northern Flicker o o r  r  

TYRANT FLYCATCHERS 

 Olive-Sided Flycatcher r    

  Western Wood-Pewee u       

  Willow Flycatcher   r     

  Pacific-Slope Flycatcher r o r    

  Black Phoebe u u c c 

  Say's Phoebe     u u 

  Vermilion Flycatcher       + 

  Ash-Throated Flycatcher o o u    

  Cassin's Kingbird   r r r 

  Western Kingbird u u +  

SHRIKES 

  Loggerhead Shrike     r o 

TYPICAL VIREOS 

  Least Bell's Vireo o o     

  Warbling Vireo r       

JAYS, MAGPIES & CROWS 

  American Crow u u u u 

  Common Raven o o u u 

  Tree Swallow a a u u 

SWALLOWS 

  COMMON NAME S s F W 

SWALLOWS (continu ed) 

 Violet-Green Swallow o o   

  N. Rough-Winged Swallow c c u u 

  Cliff Swallow a a   r 

  Barn Swallow o o r r 

LONG-TAILED TITS 

  Bushtit u u u u 

WRENS 

  BewickÕs Wren o o     

  Marsh Wren c c c c 

KINGLETS 

  Ruby-Crowned Kinglet     o o 

OLD-WORLD WARBLERS & GNATCATCHERS 

  Coastal California Gnatcatcher o o o o 

  Blue-Gray Gnatcatcher r    u u 

THRUSHES 

  SwainsonÕs Thrush r r     

MOCKINGBIRDS & THRASHERS 

  Northern Mockingbird u u u u 

STARLINGS & ALLIES 

  European Starling u u o o 

WAGTAILS & PIPITS 

  American Pipit     o u 

WAXWINGS 

  Cedar Waxwing       r 

WOOD WARBLERS & RELATIVES 

  Orange-Crowned Warbler r     r 

  Nashville Warbler r       

  Yellow Warbler r r     

  Yellow-Rumped Warbler r   c c 

  COMMON NAME S s F W 

WOOD WARBLERS & RELATIVES (contin ued) 

  Black-Throated Gray Warbler r   +  +  

 Common Yellowthroat c c c c 

  WilsonÕs Warbler r r +    

  Yellow-Breasted Chat r o     

TANAGERS & HONEYCREEPERS 

  Western Tanager r  r     

EMBERIZINES 

  Spotted Towhee u u u u 

  California Towhee u u u u 

  Rufous crowned sparrow     + 

  Grasshopper Sparrow r      

  Song Sparrow a a a a 

  White-Crowned Sparrow u u c c 

CARDINALS, GROSBEAKS & ALLIES 

  Black-Headed Grosbeak o o     

  Blue Grosbeak o o     

BLA CKBIRDS, ORIOLES & ALLIES 

  Red-Winged Blackbird c a c c 

  Western Meadowlark o o     

  Yellow-Headed Blackbird r r     

  Great-Tailed Grackle u u u u 

  Brown-Headed Cowbird r r +  +  

  Hooded Oriole r       

  Bullock's Oriole u       

FRINGILLINE FINCHES 

  CassinÕs Finch   +     

  House Finch a a a a 

  Lesser Goldfinch c c c c 

  American Goldfinch u u u  u  


